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NOTES ON MEXICO AND CENTRAL AMERICA 

Titles of some interesting books and pamphlets recently published in 
Central America are the following: Con el Eslahon, by the Cuban 
philosopher, Enrique Jos6 Varona, Pensamientos y Formas. Notas de 
Viaje, by Alberto Masierrer, La Propia (second edition), by Manuel 
Gonzdlez Zeled6n, and La Ventana y Otros Poemas, by the Colombian 
writer Dmitri Ivanovitch, all published by Garcfa Monge; Cuentos 
Germdnicos, translations by Carlos Duran; El Sacerdodo CatoUco y la 
Ciencia, by a Salesian Father; El Camhio, by Manuel F. Jimenez; 
Algo de Matemdticas, by Vital Murillo; Novia, by Professor Luis 
Dobles Segreda; Pado de Union de Centra- America celebrado en San Jose 
de Costa Rica, el 19 de enero de 1921, special edition by Alsina's; and 
Cuentos de Amor y de Tragedia, by Vicente Saenz. In Honduras were 
published Aventuras de un Consul, by Enrique Sturitza, who is the 
Argentine representative in Tegucigalpa; Maximo Hermenegildo Zepeda, 
by the journalist Alem^n Bolanos, Tipografia Pro-Patria, La Ceiba; 
and Proyecto de Reforma Monetaria presentado al Soherano Congreso 
Nacional Legislativo, by the Minister of the Treasury, Sefior Eduado 
GuiU6n, and comments by Dr. Arthur Young, who is the American 
financial expert for the Honduras Government. In Salvador, appeared 
Leer y Escribir, by Alberto Masferrer; Historia del Salvador (third 
edition), by Dr. Rafael Reyes; Principios Elementales de Musica, 
by Raiil Santamarla; and Recuerdos Salvador enos, volumen II., by Jose 
Antonio Cevallos. In Guatemala were published La Senora es Asi, by 
Carlos Gustavo Martinez, the editor of the Studium magazine; and 
Las Rosas de Engaddi, poems by Rafael Ar6valo Martinez. In the last 
country the publishing company "El Sol", of Ayestas, will devote some 
special editions in honor of the first centenary of the Central American 
emancipation. 

Books to appear soon in Central America are as follows: Adrian 
Vidaurre, a keen observer, has in print what he has written on the politi- 
cal events of Guatemala during the last thirty years; Apuntes sobre 
Bibliografia de Costa Rica, by Adolf o Blen; Costa Rica Precolombina, by 
Professor Carlos Gagini; Cronicas Coloniales, by Ricardo Fernd,ndez 
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Guardia, Trejos Hermanos, San Jose; and a botanical dictionaiy of the 
three Americas, by Dr. Sixto Alberto Padilla, from Salvador. 



Two new books on Central America are on sale in the United States: 
"Sailing South", by Philip S. Harden (Houghton, Mifflin), who gives 
his impressions and experiences about Cuba, Costa Rica and the Canal 
Zone; and " The Land Beyond Mexico", by Rhys Carpenter (Badger), a 
tribute to the old cities of Copan and Quirigua, both of which had been 
visited by the author. 

Among the literary activities of the Central American men of letters 
abroad, I have to mention the work of Jos^ Rodriguez Cerna, from 
Guatemala, who is in San Francisco publishing Centra- America, a 
weekly paper, with the assistance of Dr. Timoteo Miralda, from Hon- 
duras, and Gabry Rivas, from Nicaragua. Adolfo Vivas is the new 
editor of Mercurio, the Spanish magazine of New Orleans. Roberto 
Barrios is on the editorial staff of Universal Ilustrado, of Mexico City, 
with Francisco Zamora, both of them Nicaraguans. Barrios writes on 
the new Cuban poets (Agustln Acosta, Federico de Ibarzdbal and Felipe 
Pichardo Moya) in the issue for March 27th; and Zamora pleases his 
readers with the humorous pages "Mundo, Demonio y Came". Other 
distinguished sons of Nicaragua are Dr. Ddmaso Rivas, from the 
University of Pennsylvania, who has recently disclosed his scientific 
investigations in Human Parasitology, tvith notes on Bacteriology, 
Mycology, Laboratory diagnosis, Hematology and Serology, edited last year 
by Saunders Company, Philadelphia; and Dr. Juan B. Sacasa, former 
Dean of the Faculty of Medicine in Le6n, in the Januaiy number of the 
Bulletin of the Pan-American Union, offers his views on the work done by 
the Rockefeller Foundation in the Isthmus. Las Ventajas de los 
Mercados Industrials del Valle del Mississippi y del Puerto de New 
Orleans para el Comercio de la Republica de Honduras, by Dr. Eusebio 
Toledo L6pez, Crescent Printing Contipany, New Orleans, 1921, comes 
to help the commercial propaganda of his country. 



Some articles dealing with Central American topics are as follows: 
"El Pacto Centro-Americano de San Jos6 de Costa Rica" by A. M. 
Herradora, in El Figaro (Habana), March 6; "In Search of a Volcano 
Investigations among the Mountains of Costa Rica", in The South 
American, March (New York) ; "El Neoyorkino mds Popular en Centro- 
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America" (Minor Keith), in La Trihuna (New York) February 5; 
"A Glance at Guatemala", by Aaron Hardy Ulm, in The Dearborn 
Independent (Michigan), Febuaiy 12; "La Union de Centro-America", 
by Dr. Policarpo Bonilla, in the March number of La Reforma Social, 
the remarks of his lecture given at the Instituto de las Espaiias of 
Columbia University; "El General Rafael Antonio Gutierrez" (a 
former President of Salvador, who died this year), bj^ Modesto Barrios, 
in La Prensa (San Salvador), March 14; "Clarfn Patri6tico" (a selection 
of the war songs against Walker in 1857, first issued by Imprenta de la 
Paz, Costa Rica, of that time and now reprinted by Diario de Costa 
Rica; "Latin American Repubhcs Shy at Being Refuge for Northern 
Wets", in Newark Evening News, April 5, a comment upon the last 
annual message to the Honduras National Congress by the Minister of 
the Treasury; "El Pueblo de Nicaragua y los Estados Unidos", by 
Gustavo Aleman Bolanos, in Atldntida, a weekly paper from La Ceiba, 
Honduras; and "The Economic Conditions of Guatemala", by 
Dr. Julio Bianchi, in The South American for February. 



From the Central American magazines we may select some material. 
In the March issue of Repertorio Americano, the fortnightly paper 
edited by Garcia Monge in San Jos^ de Costa Rica, appear "Walter 
Pater", an essay by Salom6n de la Selva, with a translation of "La 
Gioconda" of the above mentioned master, by Pedro Henriquez Urena; 
"Del Folk-Lore Costarricense ", by Salvador Umana, who is collecting 
these songs for the children of his countiy; and some notes about text- 
books for the study of Spanish, by Professor Brenes Mes^n, now teach- 
ing at Syracuse University. In Los Sucesos, a weekly paper of Teguci- 
galpa, appear "La Misi6n de las Universidades de Centro-America" 
and "El Delito Politico en Centro-America" by Dr. Celeo Davila; 
"La B6tica de su Mage,stad en San Jorge de Olancho", by Eduardo 
Martinez L6pez, the National Librarian; and "El Maestro Delgadillo" 
(the author of Consideraciones sobre Arte Musical en Nicaragua and 
Comentarios a los Cmisejos de Schumann), by Manuel Adalid y Gamero, 
a writer and musical composer. In Orientaciones, edited by Salvador 
Merlos, San Salvador, is published "La Funci6n Electoral" by Dr. 
Alonso Reyes Guerra. In Los Domingos, Managua, published by 
Salvador Ruiz Morales, appears "Ultimos Dias deDario,"by Octavio 
Rivas Ortiz. Centra America, the official organ of the Oficina 
Internacional Centro-Americana, Guatemala, is reprinting "El Popol- 
Vuh", a true translation of the sacred book of the Indians, which also 
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is widely commented on in The Mythology of Latin American Races, 
by Hartley Burr Alexander, not long ago reviewed by J. Wai'shaw in 
The South American, of New York. In the Gaceta Ojicial of Costa 
Rica, Professor Carlos Gagini will conduct the publication of those 
important documents which are in danger of being destroyed. Re- 
vista de Costa Rica of J. F. Trejos Quiros, San Jos6, in the February 
and March issues brings these good contributions: "Apuntes sobre el 
Volcan Rincon de la Vieja", by J. Fidel Tristan; "Fray Rodrigo P^rez", 
by Pedro Perez Zeled6n; and a monograph on the Costa Rican fruits 
by Senorita Maria Jimenez Luthmer. 



Following are some of the new Mexican books edited in Mexico: 
La Evolucion Histdrica de Mexico, by Emilio Rabasa, Librerla de la 
Vda. de Boui-et (already reviewed by Victoriano Salado Alvarez in his 
article "El Problema de Mexico juzgado por un Mejicano Eminente", 
in La Prensa, San Antonio, Tex., March 13) ; Saturnino Herrdn y su Obra, 
by Manuel Tousssaint, Ediciones "Mexico Moderno" (which are 
appreciations on Herran's work as a painter and portrait artist); 
El Mundo de las Sombras, on the moving pictures, by Carlos Noriega 
Hope (Botas e Hijo) ; Los Lidiadores, on the art of the bull-fighters, by 
Armando de Maria y Campos, Talleres Tipogrdiicos de "Don Quijote"; 
Fray Andres de Castro, with data for the history of Toluca, by Miguel 
Salinas, Imprenta de J. I. Muiioz; Mexico Viejo, an orthographical 
essay, by Salvador Villalpando, Imprenta "Hesperia", TiposPopulares, 
by E. de Oria y Senties, Imprenta de Botas y Cfa.; Las Carreteras 
Nacionales, by Adolfo A. L6pez, Talleres Grdficos Nacionales; Co7i- 
veniencia de las Asociaciones Agricolas, by Gonzalo Camara, Imprenta 
de la "Revista de Yucatan", Merida; and El Trabajo en Mexico durante 
la Epoca Colonial (Ordenanzas de Gremios de la Nueva Espaiia), a 
digest made by Genaro Estrada of the three volumes of Compilcion 
Nueva de Ordenanzas de la Muy Noble, Insigne y Muy Leal e Imperial 
Ciudad de Mexico, by Francisco del Barrio y Lorenzot, who was a 
member of the Royal Audiencia. Estrada is the well known author of 
Poetas Modernos de Mexico, who wi'ites the bibliographical notes for the 
magazine Mexico Moderno,.&nd has recently published Visionario de la 
Nueva Espana, a selection of short-stories. In the forty-three chap- 
ters of his very useful work Latin American Commercial Law, published 
by The Banks Law PubUshing Comany, New York, Toribio Esquivel 
Obreg6n offers material for business men and lawyers, from mercantile 
registry and contract of transportation overland to conflict of laws in 
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Hispanic American countries. In La Vida Tumultuosa, Carlos 
Gonzalez Peiia describes his trip to tlie United States during the summer 
of 1918. Ricardo Garcia Granados, with Historia de Mexico desde la 
restauracidn de la RepuUica en 1867 hasta la Caida de Porfirio Diaz; 
Luis Cabrera, with his Obras Politicas del Licenciado Bias Urrea; Jorge 
Rueda, with Pluma Falsa, an answer to the unjust attacks made by 
Blasco Ibdnez in El Militarismo en Mexico; and Artemio Valle-Arizpe, 
with his masterful prose-book Vidas Milagrosas, Tipografia Artlstica 
Cervantes, Madrid, are other contributors to the literaiy and political 
history of the southern republic. Valle-Arizpe, now residing in Madrid, 
is the author of La Gran Ciudad de Mexico Teniistitldn, Perla de la 
Nueva Espana, and has aimounced that other works, namely. En el 
Solar de mis Abuelos, La Daina del Soplillo (novel), and La Ruta 
de Santa Teresa, are being printed. La Cuestion del Petroleo, by Carlos 
Diaz Dufoo, is a remarkable work wherein is found first-hand informa- 
tion about the history, economics and legal side of the oil riches of 
Mexico. Pitdgoras. Una Teoria del Ritmo, by Jose Vasconcelos, has 
been printed by "Cultura". 



Under the direction of Manuel Gamio, the prominent anthropolo- 
gist of "Ethnos", there has been written a book about the people of 
the Teotihuacan Valley, where the student may find valuable informa- 
tion in regard to the customs and the economic and artistic history of 
that Valley. Engineer Ezequiel Ord6nez gives the geological notes; 
Professors Moises Herrera and Alberto N. Chavez study the fauna and 
flora of the region; Jose Reygadas y V^rtiz contributes with his paper 
on stratigraphical excavations made in the above mentioned zone 
(the first essay of this kind in Mexico); Professor Roque J. Cevallos 
Novelo explains certain intellectual tendencies of the Teotihuacans in the 
two best periods of their existence; Professor Ignacio B. del Castillo 
describes the valley during its colonial period; and there are in the book 
many other papers on archeology written by Gamio, Ram6n Mena, 
Carlos I. Betancourt, Jos6 M. Arreola, Ignacio Marquina and Antonio 
Cortes, and Professor Hermann Beyer. From the last named, who is 
a member at the faculty of superior studies in the University of Mexico, 
we have read these noteworthy articles in Revista de Revistas: 
"Las Ruinas de Mitla", "Un Instrumento Musical de los Antiguos 
Mexicanos, la Sonaja de Hueso", "El Huehuetli, el Tambor de los 
Antiguos Mexicanos", "Las Ruinas de Palenque" and "El Tesoro del 
Cacique de Huejotzingo". 
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Professor William Gates, President of the ' ' Maya Society, " announced 
at the last meeting of the society, which was held at The Johns Hopkins 
University, that American archeologists will soon commence exhaus- 
tive investigations in Central America and Yucatan for the purpose 
of studying medical knowledge of the aborigines and the economic 
resources of those regions. Victoriano Salado Alvarez has written 
for La Prensa, (San Antonio, Texas, March 18) an article entitled 
"Sabidurfa Popular". This is a most important guide for the collec- 
tion of the data of Folk-Lore in Mexico. Licenciado Carlos Pereyra 
gives valuable suggestions in "Las Noticias Secretas de America. El 
Libro y su Influencia" (published in 1822), in El Heraldo de Mexico 
(Los Angeles, California, March 23). 



To encourage the spiritual brotherhood with Spain there has been 
reorganized the Commission of Mexican Culture which is presided over 
by Francisco A. de Icaza. The secretaiy of this body is Miguel 
Toussaint, formerly of the staff of the National University. In the 
Alzate Society Mrs. Zelia Nuttall lectured upon some published 
documents, almost unknown, relative to Mexican History; Professor 
Hermann Beyer on "Notas bibliograflca y crftica acerca del tomo V 
de la Colecci6n de Memorias del Dr. Seler", and Professor Elpidio 
L6pez on " Climatologia de la Pepublica Mexicana". The poet 
Ricardo Arenales has been active in Monterrey in the initial work of 
founding an Academy of Fine Arts. This is being done by a series of 
lectures. Among lecturers already have been Santiago E,. de la Vega, who 
spoke on the Mexican cartoonists, and Professor Fortunato Lozano 
and Licenciado Ram6n Trevino, who spoke on the literature of Nuevo 
Leon during the seventeenth century. The rector of the National Uni- 
versity, Licenciado Jose Vasconcelos, is touring the country, accom- 
panied by his secretary, the poet Jaime Torres Bodet, and Professor 
Agustfn Loera y Chd,vez, as the first steps for the reorganization of a 
Federal Department of Public Education and Fine Arts. Dr. Juan 
B. Iguiniz, Assistant to the National Librarian, is preparing a biblio- 
graphical essay on the short-stories and novel writers of Mexico. 



In Revista de Revistas, the leading magazine edited by Jose de Jesus 
Niinez y Dominguez, appear the following items: "Dina Rosa- 
Rosolimo, Poetisa Fatalista y Viril" by H. Tejera, with the 
poems "Mis Punalitos", "La Lluvia", and "La Doncella" — all ex- 
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ceedingly interesting; Alfonso Toro criticises Dona Catalina Xudrez 
Marcayda, primera esposa de Herndn Cortes y su Familia, by Francisco 
Fernandez del CastillD, and he also writes on "La Verdadera Historia 
de San Felipe de Jesus", as written by Salado Alvarez in the daily La 
Prensa of Texas; "El Abanico de Mile.. Mallarme", translation and 
notes by Alfonso Reyes; and "Decadencia del Cultivo del Cacao", by 
Julio Eiquelme Inda. 



Nunez y Dominguez is the leader of the national movement to 
restore this year, on the first centenary of the independence, the name 
of Agustin de Iturbide, as one of the true liberators of the countiy. 
There will be in the capital a numismatic exposition, where amateurs 
will find not only the money coined during Iturbide 's days but also 
those copper pieces, so scarce now, which were used during the term of 
the first Viceroy of Nueva Espana, for whom they were minted, and a few 
copies of the money issued by Morelos. The Academy of History, 
assisted by the National Museum, is making arrangements for an expo- 
sition of historical papers. In accordance with the suggestions made 
by Alfonso Toro the press of the present time will have another 
exposition, and there has been established a prize for the best printed 
paper of the year, under the patronage of Rafael Alducin, the editor 
of Excelsior. Under the auspices of the National Museum, there will 
be edited some papers especially prepared for the occasion: the bibli- 
ography of Iturbide from 1821 to 1824 by Engineer Jesus Galindo y 
Villa; "Iturbide and O'Donojii", by Ramon Mena; "La Corte de 
Agustin I", by Manuel Romero de Terreros; "El Mobiliario y los 
estilos artisticos de la epoca de Iturbide", by Antonio Cortes; and "La 
Antropologia Fisica de los Restos de Iturbide", by Dr. Nicolas de 
Leon. In connection with the festival, at the suggestion of Enrique 
Santibanez, the Sociedad de Geograffa y Estadistica has called a 
National Congress of Geography to meet from September 27 to October 
2, 1921. 



At the funeral of Jesiis Urueta, and in regard to the work and national 
deeds of the greatest orator of Mexico, Alfonso Teja Zabre made some 
very impressive remarks, his eulogy appearing in the Excelsior of 
March 30. Guatemala has lost one of its best students of the past, 
Licenciado Francisco Quinteros Andrino, whose writings on the 
colonial epoch are well appreciated by the readers of the magazine 
Centra- America. El Salvador regrets the death of Juan Antonio 
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Solorzano, who sketched many of the Indian traditions of Central 
America. Dr. Sime6n Pereira y Castell6n, the beloved bishop of 
Leon de Nicaragua, leaves fine remembrances as a man of letters and as 
spiritual leader. A splendid tribute has been paid him by Dr. Gustavo 
A. Prado in "Anecdotario de Monsenor". Dr. Alberto jMembreno, 
from Honduras, is dead. He had been appointed minister in JiTadrid 
to settle the boundary dispute with Nicaragua, and had won the 
royal award of Alfonso XHI. in favor of the rights of Plonduras. As 
minister in Washington he suggested to the governing board of the 
Pan American Union a peace plan for the western hemisphere (see the 
New York Times, April 23, 1915). Membreno was assistant secre- 
tary to the minister of pubUc works (1886), president of the Honduran 
delegation to the First Central American Congress of Education which 
met in Guatemala (1893), and president of the RepubUc of Honduras 
(1915). He was the author of Elementos de Prdctica Forense en materia 
civil segun la Legislacion Hondurena" (1893), Repertorio Alfabetico de 
Jurisprudencia (1894), Hondurenismos, a study of the provincialisms 
of the country with some hints on the Indian vocabularies (three edi- 
tions, the third one in Mexico (1912); the Agrarian Law of Honduras 
(1898), Alegato presentado a Su Magestad Catolica el Rey de Espana, 
and Replica al Alegato de Nicaragua (both in Madrid, 1905), at the time of 
the boundary dispute with the latter RepubHc; Astequismos de Honduras 
(Mexico, 1907); Nombres Geogrdficos de la Republica del Salvador 
(Mexico, 1908), and a plan to make a comparative study of tropical 
flora, which was pubUshed in the Proceedings of the Alzate Society, 
Mexico, D. F. Dr. Karl Sapper in Globus, 1898, gave a review of Hondu- 
renismos, and Dr. Antonio Peiiafiel, in Ciudades Coloniales y Capitales de 
la Republica Mexicana. Estado de Tlaxcalla (Mexico, 1909), praises 
Membreno 's scholarship as a philologist. Membrefio was also highly 
commended by Benot and Cejador y Frauca from Spain and Cuervo 
from Venezuela. 

Rafael Heliodoro Valle. 



